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DAYTON, Ohio - From an 1886 book containing the sermons of the Rev. Father Francis 
Hunolt to a video copy of The Singing Nun starring Debbie Reynolds, the new special collection 
at the University of Dayton's Roesch Library aims to preserve the materials of American 
Catholic life. 
The U.S. Catholic collection and a research suite will be dedicated Sunday, Oct. 14, 
beginning with a reception at 3 p.m. in the Roesch Library lobby. The Rev. James L. Heft, S.M., 
will give the dedication prayer, and Elizabeth McKeown, professor of theology at Georgetown 
University, will address "How We Remember" as part of the ceremony. Self-guided tours will 
begin at 4:30 p.m. 
The collection stands at 11,000 catalogued items. Several thousand books, a large 
number of articles, brochures, prayer and holy cards, and numerous crosses, medals, pictures 
and statues have yet to be processed. 
"I knew of the nationwide outcry in Catholic library quarters that Catholics had 
neglected to preserve their heritage," said Nicoletta Hary, professor and curator of rare books 
and special collections at Roesch Library. "For example, after Vatican II, Catholic schools 
changed their textbooks to meet the changes made by the council. V\'hen the new textbooks 
were developed, the old ones were pitched." 
She proposed the special collection to support UD's doctoral program in theology, the 
U.S. Catholic Experience. 
"The doctoral program has as its centerpoint theological reflection on the U.S. Catholic 
experience from an historical perspective, contemporary theological questions and ethical 
questions," said Sandra Yocum-Mize, director of graduate studies for religious studies at UD. 
"It's important to have this collection that is set aside. Students can go to the collection as a 
resource in terms of specific texts, but it will also provide students the opportunity to browse 
and become familiar with texts they may not have known about that deal with various issues 
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in the U.S. Catholic experience." 
The collection represents the department's and University's commitment to the doctoral 
program, she said, particularly for prospective students. 
The nucleus of the new special collection came from the stacks of Roesch Library. Hary 
also solicited donations from religious orders of women. "I sent out 3,383letters and thousands 
of books poured in," she said. The Sisters of St. Francis of Mary Immaculate in Joliet, Ill., and 
Our Lady of Victory Missionary Sisters in Huntington, Ind., were particularly generous. 
"Many of the books written by priests or sisters may have had only one printing and 
they may have long been out of print," Hary explained. The donations from convents and 
motherhouses will help preserve those materials, she said. 
The working library of Monsignor Bernard J. Beckmeyer, the long-time pastor of St. 
Mary Church, 310 Allen St. in Dayton, forms a collection within the special collection. The 236-
volume library includes books in Latin, German and English. Beckmeyer served the church as 
pastor from 1917 to 1967 and as pastor emeritus from 1967 to 1969, when he died. 
"I'm quite taken by the fact that we have this reading library that represents the day-to-
day work of an urban Catholic pastor," Yocum-Mize said. "It's his working library, complete 
with his notes." 
Lending from the U.S. Catholic collection is restricted to Marianists, UD faculty and 
administrators and UD religious studies graduate students. Other UD students and off-campus 
researchers may arrange to use books from the collection while in the library. 
Because many of the items are out of print, rare, fragile or not yet catalogued, the special 
collection will be kept behind locked doors. Browsing will be possible upon request. 
For more information on the collection or to make arrangements to use the collection for 
research, call Hary at (937) 229-4262 from 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. During evenings and weekends, 
call (937) 229-4270. 
The U.S. Catholic collection joins several others at the University of Dayton. The rare 
book collection is the University's oldest and most diverse, the Brown collection includes items 
pertaining to Abraham Lincoln and the Civil War, and the Doris Speyer J.F. Kennedy collection 
features books and memorabilia on the former president. 
The George Zimmerman music collection includes dozens of musical instruments from 
around the world and rare American sheet music. The Miriam Jacobs baseball collection and the 
Si Burick baseball collection contain books, cards, autographs and histories of the sport. The 
Victor and Irene Jacobs collection includes many first editions of famous English and American 
literary works published in the late 19th and early 20th centuries. 
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